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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 6019 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, PLO 

SUBJECT: PNC PRESIDENT FAHHUM SPEAKS OUT ON SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN 
RELATIONS 

1 . SEPT. 8 SYRIAN PRESS CONTAINED LENGTHY REPORT ON MEETING 

OF FRANCO-SYRIAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY DELEGATION WITH APLESTINIAN 
NATIONAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT KHALID FAHHUM PREVIOUS DAY. FAHHUM 
REIVEWED CURRENT EVENTS IN LEBANON POINTING OUT THAT PALESTINIAN 
NATIONAL CHARTER PROVIDES FOR PALESTINIAN NONINTERFERENCE IN 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF ANY ARAB COUNTRY, SINCE IT STATES THAT 
PRINCIPAL TASK OF PLO IS TO "LIBERATE THE USURPED LAND AND 
RESIST THE EXPANSION OF THE RACIST ZIONIST ENTITY." 

2. FAHHUM EXPLAINED THAT UNDERLINED CAUSE OF LEBANESE EVENTS 
WAS STEP-BY-STEP POLICY WHICH HAD LED TO SINAI ACCORD. PLO, 
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HE SAID, REJECTED ALL PARTIAL SETTLEMENTS, AND 
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PALESTINIAN PEOPLE STOOD FIRM IN OPPOSING SINAI ACCORD 
WHOSE PRINCIPAL AIM WAS TO OBLITERATE PALESTINAIN CAUSE. 

3. ON PLO RELATIONS WITH SYRIA. FAHHUM SAID THAT 
PALESTINIANS WISHED TO MAINTAIN STRONG AND SOLID 
RELATIONS WITH SARG. HE PRAISED PRESIDENT ASAD'S 
REJECTION OF SEPARATE SETTLEMENT OF QUESTION OF OCCUPIED 
GOLAN, CONTRASTING THIS "POSITIVE" SYRIAN ATTITUDE WITH 
THAT OF PRESIDENT SADAT. 

4. SOLUTION TO LEBANESE CRISIS, FAHHUM ASSERTED, INEVITABLY 
DEPENDS ON RETURN TO THE SYRIAN INITIATIVE. SYRIA. HE 
ADDED, HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN COUNTRY MOST CLOSELY 
ASSOCIATED WITH PALESTINIAN CUASE. MAINTAINING FIRM SYRIAN- 
PALESTINIAN RELATIONS WAS, HE CONCLUDED, "A QUESTION OF 
LIFE AND DEATH FOR US." 

5. COMMENT: FAHHUM'S SENTIMENTS REGARDING LONG-TERM 
IMPORTANCE OF SOUND SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN RELATIONS TO FUTURE 
OF PALESTINIAN CAUSE ARE, WE BELIEVE, WIDELY SHARED BY 
PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA. SEVERAL PROMINENT PALESTINIANS 
HAVE TOLD EMBOFFS THEY BELIEVE PLO MADE SERIOUS MISTAKE IN 
ALLOWING ITSELF TO BECOME INVOLVED IN LEBANESE CRISIS AND, 
PARTICULARLY, TO BECOME ALLIED WITH JUMBLATT. THESE 
PALESTINIANS, TO BE SURE, ARE GRATING UNDER ADDITIONAL 
RESTRICTIONS WHICH CURRENT SYRIAN-PAT .ESTTNAIN DIFFERENCES 
HAVE IMPOSED UPON THEM; BUT FEW, IF ANY, HAVE ANY INTENTION 

OF TRYING TO LEAVE SYRIA. MANY IN FACT ARE SERVYING 
AS POINTS OF REFUGE FOR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES FROM 
LEBANON. WHILE THERE ARE THOSE WHO CRITICIZE FAHHUM 
AS HAVING BECOME A SYRIAN STOOGE, AT SAME TIME HE HAS 
SERVED TO KEEP DOOR OPEN BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND SYRIAN 

LEADERSHIP AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY PLAY USEFUL ROLE 
COMENTING THE EVENTUAL PALESTINIAN-SYRIAN RECONCILIATION. 
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